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It may seem like a rather strange statement to make though it ig a
truthful one, that the women of Wyoming have had but one Statewide Con-

M

uttion at which was to be an ondorument of condmaﬁon of waman's suf \J\"
4
B
" tho time dhat the conotitut;ogal Gonvention wag having its sessions in 1889
h“Cheyom when ani where & proposed 'Conoitfuuou was being drafted for
L'— N ubmiu:lon to Congriu for its adoption for ourf Statohood.At this time .

=
" g ‘—)
?r 1— : vom . rl;utc moeting vae held in Cheyenne, at which a resolution was s -

‘5 ) [3‘ | }aﬁn rights may have been given to women for voting it was nueéury to

thi- right appear in tho proposed Gonctitution. It seeas most happy

t tar thi- nntin; thi. evoning that the date of lombur ¢leventh has

el < v T e . SNt

Cn, 'hon vo m honor 3 with ihe pr dnul

osene lamp, a man carefully andi thoughtfully adjusied a fresh steel pen

into & much worn and mstainok penholder, when with lips drawn into a thin

5
%

ﬁwso\ rtrd.ght line of determination, he bent forward dipring the pen into the
| \% bom ink .g then commenced to write a document, a docuncnt which was
/ dntinod indud to become a llodorn Magna Charta. The place was Chi-yume, ths,
man was the Honorable William H. Sright of South Pass City, Territory of
Wyoming, the vri;tcn document was the dmft of a bill to be introduced in
the first 'rmitorial chinlaturo of the racently born Commonwealih cal od
S

'j'yoming.‘!ho content of thil document is of vital interest to ug (ef—this

ovoain ynd for all time for it has att
4 ) ? } racted more interegt and _comment
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than any other one article of Civil affairs unless, it be that of the

Congtitution of the United States or the ancient .agna' Charh of King John
” : e

in the year 1215 when tke ons with clanking swords at Runnymede depanded
I

nt
constitutional that esecured personal righis and civil y 3“”. ,‘7 0

Lk A3V v om0 Lasd Irtratra
the first time in history there now was @& document containing the germ of

-

1life that was soon to be born inte the world bringing wvith it real {reedom

"3'F and equality 84 the ballet fer the women in um great -W )
>~
M /

"efrontior in every fibor, then as now nllod 'yoning
NN L"“r
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E ;“: Thic bill conutructed on the cvﬁing fifty yura ago tonight after -
i £ ther in the cgislativo Council,er 3.::'&.“4 s sbermeyvv stormy \
2 9 voyage in the House of Bnpruontauvn in onr first ‘furitorhl chinlaturo ‘\.\
\'\

bocmo a law on the tenth of Yecember 1869. m bill as oumd ruaining ,

tAda.
LWy

upon VWyoming's Stﬁuto book \mchnngnd for ‘kvlntyone ycarn ot territorial

mlij

.' days, roo'iving only forl changes vhen incorporatcd in our State Concti -
’; tutien, ':hin Hodcm lhgm. Ghu"ha as origimlly dnttad by e Bright fifty

;J .years 2go, usm- m-ug the mn‘tlﬂ of rmm. ‘and’ doubt bm-. a law
anly u.bo changsd in one ptrticular.i.c.th. qo v.t 'hichwon night vota
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,2vhich wvas placed at eighteen years was ehan;cd te tvmty—ono yms. ‘l.'ho

sacred decuaont rtad. as follows:- - 7
% \: . An Lot ta Graht ta the Ienon of Iyouing Torritory the light
N i“‘\\ . of Buffrage and to Hold Office: |
i\} % —. B'g_ j.t enacted by the Council and the Houme of “epresen- .
E% tatives of the Territory of 'yﬁ.ing: : - :’
gc. 1.That every wemen of the age of eighteen years,re

3 ~ .  eiding in thi. Teritory, may, at any election %o bg holdeW\ under ;
> the laws thersef,cast her vete, And her right to thm elective E\
franchise und to hold office shall be tho gsame under the olectin

laws of the tcrritory,u these of electors.
Se¢, 2.This act shall take effect and de in force from and

5% nfgcr its passage. : iﬂ.ﬁ.ﬂ\ th Oﬁi) mm{(ﬁ

1y in the morning of November tvolfth(lss ) after Mr, Bright




_hord,'d with flowers nnd congru'tulaﬂou. m rcvmntly placcd by T

passed the Courncil by a safe majority for Mr, SPukcr » 81x members voting

3.
who had been honored with the Speakership of the Counci-]kd called the fogG
ielature to order and had had the Journal ;f the previous day read and ap-
proved, he called to the Spesker's chair Rev.T.W.Poole,and, then from the
floor gave notice that "on Monday or some subsequent day, he would introe-
duce a bill for Weman's Rightl"? There was no comment made, There was no
commotion created.

Two weeks after this open challenge for suffrage oqu:tlity, ¥r,
Bright&n November tnnty—uventh,)in & quiet and self-poised manner,with-
out ostentation, oratary or preﬂoua agitation,introduced his bdill the
content of wgich involved a question of rights, big with mighty consequ-
ences, to be known: for all time to come as Council Bill #70 of the Ter-

Thers was no "tre-

ritory of ¥yoming, 1 e N I g

mendoua applause frem the gallery”, There m no gallery.There was no‘\ap-
W
plauding of gloved hands fer there were no feminine hands in that Council

way’

chanb.r.m. bill born into the .giclature with eut\;u-tu anaouncoment

Eright on the Speakers desk, there to 4is or to become a law e

There is no recerd that this Counsil clullenged thbe act which if
to beceme & law would Aisturb anciently established voiing pnbvilEEENSSe=
prind..plci;hor was there any serious opposition in the Couneil %o the bill,
2 bill written in such simple, cgmprehensive siyle, presented in such a
modest and yet determined way, for Colonel Bright, as he was called ,was a

quiet though forceful lawmaker.
7 -
(During the morning of November thiriieth, three days after the

Cpak
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introduction of the measure, the "bill no(road for the third time and)put
upon its final passage”, without debate or forensic fanaticiasm, The bill

for the bill, two against the mum.k&nd one member ‘blo\t\'so passed ¢ \Tr/
ol qma.‘»...
Upp er House of our first territorial "‘cgilla.turo %0 one now

motl ves which tc‘tuatcd those to endorse the bill, cr which prompted then te /Sg
#* Lavtedasne 0 Gnrh M rdachone Fowe Coneentd b MNmuax

the bill®, 28 rocordcd in the Counot Journal . Of nin nnbou of thio
vu,(tb 7
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object to the measure have not become an item of history, with the exception

of Speaker Bright.)
But the path of the bill in the House of Representatives to which

the bill had gome on the aftermoen of its successful puug(in the morning
of November thirtioth) had many obstacles to encounter, th7e most dif -
ficult to evercome being cutting satire ani uuliaj ridicule always s danger
ous formbof argumentation to refute.In this lower b!-;gch of the Legislature
the hydraheadied monster of intense bitterness to the bill unmasked itself
showing a predetermined intent to th-rottlo the bill before ?.t came to final
po.ilazc .The oppo.i.tiox; was organiged, cm@cd and operated by::r. Ben Skeeks

a member of the House, caming from South Pass City fhe same typical West

ern nining eﬁmp from which Mr. 3right had bicn sent to the Legislature,

Bill #70 from the Council was read on the afterncen and "referred to a com .

mitee of tho whele house and made a special erder for 7 P.M." that even-

ing .When tho u‘iing hour had arrived it became very @wmt Mr, Sheeks

) had nat,bnn idle,for the House rcconsiderod its action of the uftcrnoon .

to votl on the bill at this ovening union. rofcrrrhg the bill t0 a

.pochl cemmitise. Ben Sheeks was marking timelThe Legislature thcn ad-

journed fer the day. . .

Late in the aftcrnogn of{the 'forty-fourth day of the luoion,\
Decunbor- Sth,Bill # 70 was again taken up for considerstion.At once Mr.
Sheiko qu his feet moving "to Aputpono the consideration of the bill
i'ndofinitoly.l.o.t:ktion, however was postponed untill the evening session
when the bill was made, again,"the special order for 7 P.ll.", With the tom
ont the evi:l.ng ceme also Mr, Sheeks, mo.rhalling hig forces for a final
and effective blow., The supporters of the bill also had not been 1(&10.
this evening session the House resolved itself into a committee of the whole
for the consideration of Bill # 70. ®After some time spent in consideration
of the bill, the Acom‘nitteo arose and reported through their chairman that
“the caumittee had cdnsidered Council Bill # 70 .un‘de'l]conoidemtion‘.ud‘ report

ed same back to the House", It was then moved that tho#-oport be accepted.

Tamd »
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‘ simply s matier of hu-u play and an act of confusion. At this juncture l(r.\;

Se
"Ez". 8heeks then moved to adjorn.Lost”,
“Moved to reconsider the vote on the reception of t;he report of the committee
of the whole relative to Council Bill # 70.Lost".
p¥. Sheeks moved again to adjourn. Lost",
8treng

“Mr, Sioxng moved to adjourn., Lost®.
"At 7.55 on motion the House adjourned /‘ALO’ "

bate in the afterncon of December 6th bill # 70 “was taken up”. vhen ur.
Sheeks moved Yo take a recess until 7 P.M.Lost". My thia time *7.P.MM had
become a mmpsmmdm magic hour! It was then moved "that consideration of the
bill be postponed until July 4th, 1870, a year when the Leglslature would mot
be in session and on a day ‘At would i;: in any year a holiday. "Motion :
lost.” “Nr. Shnkc then movod to postplne the bill until Saturday ncft.Lout"" A

Mr, Currans then arese and moved to dnsert in section 2 of the bill the 'orda' 7z

s

*in three years or if sooner dischargsd®, making the bill to read that the
law would be in oftoct and foroo th;u ynr' or sooner if dhchargod boing

e

Sheeks with another amendment gained the floor and moved that the bill x_'oq.d

in place of “women",-"all ceolored wamen and squawa®, there by preventing if _'

the bill became a law white women from voiing. Lr. Sheeks also offered an =

amendment, (the first one that seemed ressinable,that the word twenty-one
be substituted for eighteen years for voting age of women, Bu)these two
amendments were lost, showing that r. Sheeka was losing ground andi was no
longer in ﬂ: ludto. 'mon“::l‘o :' p‘gpmd mnrd%ent to strike out the vordv » 2
wonman and _!xbsﬁtgt:\'hdid'. ‘This alse was quickly tabied.

At this point ,and it was a dangerous onme, in the passage of the b;u1 )

”~

those wvho favored the bill moved that the rules be suspended and that the bill

be put on its paesage. The final vote stood seven for Bill # 70, four againot
(4

Mr, Sheeks rminj.ng tm to hi. convictions voty%against the bill, Even after
‘the bill hsd been pund with a safe majority Mr, lilson moved a raconaidern

tion of the action on the bill, the motion promptly being voted down .The

*"Woman's Right Bill®, as it was callcd,van now ready for the signature of
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Governor John A, Campbell,-a Ropubl:f.tm.n, the entire membership of both Houses
being Democratic. This first legislature lasted for 49 days and it was on the
forty-ninth day of the session which adjourned ut.nidnight, December xheedh,
tenth, 1869 that at 8.30 o'cloct_r.l. Governor Cempbell affixed his signature
to the bill the® making it a law, fooctin at once. Thus the women of the
Territory of ly/o'nin d given to them, vithnut their asking,the diatinction
of being the ﬁ.r.t vomen in the toruﬁho‘g;ht of unlimited suffrage,being
toa-tod that QW y the men as "Levely Ladies,once our sperion. aow
our Equalo".

signed R4il1l # 70
Governor Campboll»\b&ma he believed that the right of woman to _":“
vote and hold office iz Wyoming was a rational and logical sequence to some of ’
the laws which bafl,\bnn passed by this urlt cxinlature,i.c. giving to the
wvidow the guardianship of her m.nor children;giving the women the right te
acquire and pdsesss groperty; giving equal compensation te both sexss whe
equal qualifisations to tuch were the smme®, . P

& oe.
% P o

Thus we have a unovhat tcchnical account of "How Buffrage Came to the

_ Wemen of Wyoming Territory”,

Frequent and persistant inquiries have been made during the past
fifty years that women ha;ro had the right to vete in 'yqning as to the examct
maon'rhy Hon, William H. Bright so valiently chsmpioned the cauge of women
suffragc-

In the economic world we are always look for by-productisametimes find
ing them quite as valuable as the original production, the byprozxct being in

newly
the nature of a myEdy developed product om the side. I believe that suffrage T

Sat

ceme to Wyoming as a bycproduct ef the Civil Yar. S N
Be, Bright was a Colonel in the Bouthern amy, a Democrat by birth

and inclination, a Virginian of the true typo,(n man whose parents were not in

a condition to give him an education and although in later years hemwektsccccec

saéxpudkigetianxc he wrote for the press and wae unusually infm-ﬁod he once

" said of himeelf,”I have never been to school a day Ln my 1ife, and where I

learned to read and write I do not know,® \ After the war Mr, Bright. with manv
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voting and having e hand ia governmcnm affairs.
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other southern young men, for Mr. Bright was only 35 years of age when he
served ih the Wyoming legislature, drifted to the great and untried West,to
the land of the Rocky Mountains andi the long stretches of level praxtmexc
prairie Jemid.The Scuth was still suffering from the priod of rocoﬁatruetien,
indugtries weres at & standstill, factories aﬁd cottonfields ‘had been destroyed.
With the maﬁmco of youth these young mem could not wait for the rcbuilding
of the South and ni.‘rutod vhlr"vppor'tunity seemed 10 reach out a b:::::::nﬁand
Te the newly ereated territery of Wyoming came many of these able ani well
educated young men, vith them Willism H, Bright and his wife going directly to
Bouth Pags City in the central past of the territory. In this now "Ghost City"
which in 1869 boasted of 6000 or more of inhabitants of many races, colors and
creeds, th- Bright family in their emall log cabin had many friends, no ene

i

mere choice :nd intimate  than Kn ther Ilorm who with her husbtend and

three sons had nlaJ ome to the grut lutm Many were the ser \ 's

N vl

{.gx:»t:lfswmuad eaj’ir e of- thim%&iny cnbin and in the nght of the |

sputtering candles nrioun mu}e- were written for £agtern pubnutim,tll

of them flavered with a ¢iri‘t ¢f demooracy for boﬁﬁ&ﬁmmw

as a man in the desert for '..tar 2Sor some solution of the quution ot ve-m
. 1 havo a pefsonal leitter in my pououien addressed to me a few years

ago by krs, Brighi from her widowed home in the Fast, ia which she statad te

A Luu-fw%w‘. { e Wu&kuu&'gv%)’(.\,
me at my urgent request why Mr, Bright endorsed and wvorked for weman's suf-

urmcmxm%Mng if the bJckman could vote in his ig
dorance and illitcrsy how much more inlelligent and safe would be th‘c ballot
in the hands of women as capable as his mother, wife and llrc.'llorria‘. In this
remote mining camp of South Pass City,hundz_'odc of miles removed frem a railroad
surrounded by the cuﬁ;zx?x srafty redman, the highway robber and the howl

ing wild animals, these two congenial femilies diccourbcd and discussed: the
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0f Esther Morris there has been much said in the last fifty years. She has
rightfully beer called ®The Kother of Woman's Suffrage in Wyeming". A pioneer,
a frx;\tiorl wouen,a mother of three sons all $f whom have occupied with eredit
40 the mother and themselves position of importance and trust, Mrs. Morris had
the bresth of freedea "é dewocracy and equality in her nestirils long before
she journied to an unknown and untried western fgmtim!hon by -hgw
reached South Pags City situated on the {ringe ohivilixatia}\ lh de thio
breath a living astuality, early beginning her campaign for true democracy.
Hol,Bright essily and quickly caught her spirit bringing te Cheyeune in Octe
ber 1869 his cwn ideas now cryotalisod from his association with Iir‘s. Morris.
Mrs. Morris had an eriginal style ani out of the common order of
convor-aﬁom lpcldp. Her son once ;a:l.d,that her abundant stere of g:cnuiu
wit carried her thréggh many a trying timexcx situation;she &d c‘ou;-ngo %o do
what would have boé cuiu-_ to avoid;che ;as dynamic, the dead level of living

had ne attraction for her;she scorned thé static position adopted by the aver —

sge woman; she lost no.time with polished rhetoric; she talked im plain

PR S R e &

e * ” W H IR ey
Anglo-Saxen-so easy of understanding. @:inj in size, masculine in mind she
Betker Morris pessessed more than an erdinary love fer fleowers, for children,

end fer those who were less fortunately sithated than she was; her charities

IILI indomi

table energy and a remarkable mental activity.(xot only was krs, MHorris

wvere uncstentatious but hunaroul. 8he was a born reformer possessing

eptimigtic but she was always cheerful sni harpy,radisting her spirit of hope
on all with whom she came in contact.)A pioneer in many fields,in thought as
well as in material th.ingt,_ she believed in those thing she advocated.

The first wvomen to occupy a public %100 in Wyoming was Esther Morris
being appointei a Justice of Peace %y the cominian:x“ of Sweetwater County on\
February 14, &'g;'?o,South Pgeas City &t that time wese the countyseat of the
eounty} At this time Mrs. Morris was §7 years of a.g.,.and o n the ocguion of
her first zpmpearmszextmxc 'court day Judge Morris wore a calice gown, 2
vorsted breakfagt’ shawl, green rijhons ih her hair and a green neck ¢tibezk
tie."Mrs. Mossis was the first women in the world to hold & rositi-n of the

IRV, V¥ g
Justice of the Peace.Judge Morris' first case to Bome bef re her involy¥ed the

Wk
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»her predecessexhaving refused ti surrender tc her the dzomaeng I 5;: Q
N}

{ docket and other papers belonging to his effice. ¥rs. Morris at first had him g .
Lo A
arrested and breught inte her court for trial 'hen(\aho‘ :ul:lud that she had g

’ 4
been misled in having the defendant so arrested and brought inte her office for < \44:

\-é‘zu-.n. ®s she the Judge Aof the court c¢laiming to he a auécouor of the former {Ké
/£,

! E}nd{..m an :I.nteréoted'pmy..ln. Morris diemissed the case and the publics ff,,é
«;’5‘ 0
§° strongly endorsed the first puliddec official mct of the first Justice of the §. :

w

d 3~ $ tﬁough‘ ruling against hersslf won admirathen for her that she retained through
&

S { Eher verm of office as Justice of Peace of South Pags City, £
: ’ég / *In her judicial eapaci iy, though mot an axperf\ in abstruse questioms {\E
\‘.\- . -

of lat.(!udgt Morris,manifested a ﬁieposifion to base all of her judgments en ‘

2; $ ONPeacs in the world Ber dignity, her calm judgment and her sense of Justice ovcm\‘<5 g

S
N

p 2 TN

A

'é the b\?;:d pribeirle of justice uﬁdirivxt,wiﬁxout regard to tcchm\culi,tiu or P
» é , Guibbles of law. To petiifeggers she showed ne meray, and thoughf{ by ae means qu
X 73 2 pepular, m \r/ore%iguarded as just®, 80 m 2 lawyer practising in 3¢ :;b
\ 4 = - ‘ LA 3 ¢
Ber court in 1359)}—‘7*%@“ 7o Corune U st - heo 0
o ) e gt Jocne a3

& / Wnat of Mr. Ben Sheoke? Of w1l C YR nez Wwi‘ first ter UM?

-
2 Q&.ﬁtorial legislature in Wyoming in 1869,_1nc14uding the Govomom

N
—W members of the “egislature, clerks and pages,ir. Sheeks AN

ving. His heae is in the State of Washington,he is an hon 3 f

. ored member the Washington Bar, and at present occupied the position with \ . { :
g/ great digtinction of “Sepentar ‘J\’udgo of the Superior Court%f that Stato. N
; S :;:3401021‘1'. 8he™sks was in the Pyoming Legiglature he was a bachelor, an ambit
LN

B ious polititian, educated and treined in the law and a bern leader.¥hile un

E successful in hig attcupt'ﬂ to defeat suffumge in the first legislature My,

Sheeks came to the second legislature in 1871 determined to accomplish what he Qd}kf‘ :
ithad failed in in 18869, his leadership and Y

R VL S i—."" 4

(s

s
,?’!;a 4

J

orzﬁpizaﬁ.on coming por:l.l,us\ly

near being successful. But this is another page of interelting}‘i?ntor?‘:m

in the first legislature Mr. Sheceks is credited with saying,-"Yomen Gever

e -

HIY

14
!

fee | knows what she 'mta and pas never gdtisfied until she got 1t.*

bW
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25 Fermare dvmiany paip h b Cama are com X
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I sm fortune in being able to bring te you tonight a message just receiv
ed from Mrs,. John A. Campbell, widow of our first Governor. Mrs. Campbell with
her dusghter lino in Washingtoem D.C. and\& fro%ﬁgn‘;ly visited Cheyesnne where
she-wps-siitm. hérvernor Campbell made his home in our Capital City . The other
message is from Judge Ben Bheeks 2130 of Washington, but in this case from the
State bearing the name of our first Preoident.

Ostober 27, 1319

X XXX XX .
“the spirit of justice to women ani their intelligeacs in-

fluoncb Governor Cmpbcll t0o eign the bill., It was that exactly and nothing
else.x x x x Governor Campbell carefully considered and vcighad the importance
of the measure ani with a full convidtion of its justice and possible good for

¢ all future time gave it kis epproval. It was the deed of an intensely upright

andi enlightened judgment. His veto message '%x the repeal was att-p'hd, states
czpnciuy the prinutphl by which he was guided and which yuitinly ntute .

e el

any other reasons which thon nttneking the law have nn since brm;ht tor-

wasd,

I am glad toc say this to tliy womem of 'yoning axdxikexwraxkdx in their
Ui X Cod~

heyday of victory for the cause, esult which to me nlearly ipdicwiesr s (_2
Governor Campbell's action in the matter. /

80 I clasp hands v:lth you across the distance which separates us, and ﬂ
joined by
joknxexth my daughter thank you for the op’;ortunity which had been given me ) §
for greetings and good wishes,

Yery sincerly,
( Mrs. J.A.) Isabfells W. Campbell

Kontuano.'ashiziton.Octobor l4th, 1§19
, x X x x; Wise as I thought myself fifty years ago I am willing te
adnit that I have learned some things since.
I have advocated and voted for woman's suffrage, and have no
\\ doubt of the wisdam and Bustice of my later action,whatever the good women of

\‘-.. Wyoming may think of my former conduct.}



1/ I have had the homor of being a porso;ul friend of Mrs. Edther Morr.

""'// I had a great reverence an 4 admiration for he;‘ sterling character, for her

f sympathy for womankind,for her breadth of learing, her lﬂicﬂ way of reason~

—J/ ing and 'hor work for true democracy. Mrs., Morris not only lived in South Pass

City but in Laramie, and also in Cheyenne where I was privilegei to knew her.
In Aggust 1915 I made a lfo.cm ridgixcx pilgrimage to old South

Pass City now an almost deserted tewn of tumbled down housed and rotten timbers,

4 'ﬁwwft
This city now as in 1869 is far from any railroead but came easil be reached
N Lr‘ A{ »

by automobile. Going to Wot where had once .too& her office of justice,

which now is so the shape of the original censtruciion can not de

tnceé,l stood on the ground om which the building had stood and reverently

bowed my head] silently thanking a Divine power for endowing a vaman with the

understanding of democracy and who hed the courage to 2ivocate woman's suffrage

~

and who hul the ability to bring her dressms %@ a successful !ruitw -

4

e~ Jay the wnan of Iyeming‘ the vomen of the United SutnAtho women of

the rorld some day erect a luﬁ.ng nommcnt om nsecrated spot in

memory of thls piounr onlightene¢ vomg.a ne to z'ough unpolished granite
on the side of mich are on.ernnd thue md;
This Stone marks the Cradle of Libderty
Rocked by the Mother of Womarn's Buffrage
in Wyoxring.
Esther Morris.
There will be no need to state vhetshe was borm, for it was inthie

7orld, there is no need to state vhen she died for Esther Morris canf newm
pever dies,she is with us here to-nights ) >
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